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QUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE
“The hotfest places in Hell are reserved for those who, i times
of greaf moral crisis, maintain their newtrality.”
[ Dante Alighler! 1

| QUR VIEW |
Italy’s Palestine
Protests and the
Politics of Recognilion

taly’s recent mass protests over Gaza have stirred
I global attention—not just for their scale, but for

their symbolism. Over 100,000 citizens across more
than 75 cities blocked ports, railways, and highways in a
coordinated 24-hour strike. Their demand: recognition
of Palestinian statehood and a halt to arms shipments to
Israel. The government's refusal, led by Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni, has sparked a civic reckoning. Meloni’s
stance is rooted in strategic alignment and ideclogical
clarity. Her government maintains strong ties with Israel
and the United States, both of which oppose unilateral
recognition of Palestine. She argues that acknowledg-
ing a state “that doesn't exist™ would be counterpro-
ductive—a view shaped by concerns over territorial
coherence and institutional viability. Domestically, her
coalition includes nationalist factions wary of foreign
entanglements, making recognition politically fraught.
Yet the protests are not merely reactive. They reflect
organized civic intent. Dockworkers halted operations in
Genoa, Livorno, and Venice. Students occupied lecture
halls and stations. Protesters carried banners read-
ing “Let’s Block Everything™ and “Against Genocide,”
framing the movement as a moral stand rather than
a geopolitical demand. This uprising reveals a deeper
truth: that public outrage often fuses local discontent
with global empathy. For many Italians, Gaza became a
mirror—reflecting frustrations with democratic erosion,
ethical drift, and perceived complicity. Supporting Pal-
estine was not escapism; it was ethical citizenship. Still,
symbolic protest must not eclipse domestic accountabil-
ity. Civic energy must be balanced. Italy’s protests show
that when citizens act with intent, they can challenge
foreign policy while demanding moral clarity at home.
What makes this moment striking is its choreography—
how unions, students, and civil society converged across
geographies and ideologies. It wasn't just a protest; it
was a civic performance of conscience, staged in ports
and piazzas, demanding that politics respond to human-
ity, not just strategy. The moment invites reflection. In

Crypto and the Dark Web: India’s
New Security Frontier

5 India embraces digital
finance, the unchecked
ise of eryplocirrencies

has opened damgerous backdoors
for tervor Tunding. money laun-
dering, and cross-border crime.
This analysis traces how regula-
lory gaps are being exploited—
and why urgent reform is no lon-
ger optional.
as a Tool
for Hlickt Fundraistng

Unregulated  digital owmen-
des have become an attractive
resource for dlicit EED'.‘I]’S due o

indicate that terrorist groups such
as ISKP and Hamas have increas-
ingly utiitzed stablecoins, privacy
coins, and unhosted wallets for
fundralsing—leveraging ~ mbers
and fake credentials to bypass KYC
protocols. In India, the Financial
Imtelligence Unit (FILAND) has
flagged widespread suspicion
that cryptocurrencles are belng
used in serdous criminal activitles,
ranging from termorist fnancing
to cyborcrime, dryg trafficking,
and secesslonist funding. These
concerns, based on suspicious
transaction reports (STRs), have
prompted action by enforcement
bodles ncluding the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), Central
Buraau of Investgation (CBI), and
the Income-Tax Department. FIU
has spedifically launched trves-
tigations targeting Binance and
WarrX over suspected orypto
flows tnto Jammo & Kashmir and
from Pakistan, suggesting a pos-
sble nexus with terror funding.
Unregulated private wallets and
decentralized transfors via tokens
Ike TRX are emerging as signifi-
cant threats. The State Investiga-
tion Agency (S14) in Kashmir has
conducted coordinated searches
across Jammmu, Doda, and Hand-
wara to dismantie crypeo-linked
terror finance networks.
Cryptocwrmencies as a Tool
for Micit Fundraising
Unregulated  digtal  curmen-

cles have become an atractive
resource for (it actors due to
thetr psendo-anomymity, decen-
rallzadon, and  crossborder
abuse potential. Global reports
Indicate that terrortst groups such
as ISKP and Hamas have ncreas-
Ingly utiitzed stablecotns, privacy
coins, and unhosted wallets for
fundrafsing—leveraging  mixers
and fake credenitals to bypass KvC
progocols. In Indla, the Finandal
Intelligence Unit (FIU-IND) has
flagged widespread  suspicion
that cryptocurmencies are being
usad I sorious criminal activities,

transaction reports (STRs), have
prompted action by enforcement
bodies including  the Enfome-
ment Directorate (ED),
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slble nexus with terror funding.
Unregulated private wallets and
decentralized transters via tokens
lke THX are emerging as signifi-
cant threats. The State Imvestiga-
thon Agency (SIA) in Kashmir has
conducted coordnated searches
across Jammu, Doda, and Hand-
wara to dismantle crypto-linked
terror fmance networks.

Crypios decentraltzed nature
makes it an ideal chammel for
money  laundering. A recent
whitepaper hightights how cryp-
tocurmendles enable swift, low-
oost ross-border transfers that

privacy coins o obsoure licit
nmhs. In India, authortties W

amrested  nidividuals
who converted over Rs. | crore
Imty USDT o funnel funds off
shore. The Enforcement Direc-
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torate has selzed both cash and
crypito assets worth lakhs in stmilar
operations. Over Bs. 4,000 aore
In el crypio ransactions were
unearthed via exchanges in a sin-
gle yaar, underscortng the scale of
misuse. High-profile cases inchude
arrests In Balrampur for bundering
Rs. 50 crore through chinese loan
apps and USDT transfers, and tn
Ahmedabad, where two brothers
were Implicated tn a Bs. 15 qore
avpto scam allegedly contralled
by a chinese cyber syndicate, A
Jatpur-based cyber fraud ring used
hawala and USDT, facilftated by a
Chinese app, for cross-border lann-
dering. In Uttar Pradesh, police
dismantled a Telegram-based gang
run by Chinese proxies, which
transferred Rs. 75-80 lakh over two
months via decentralized TRC-20
wallets, bypassing all regulatory
owersight. A pan-Indla scam fvoly-
Ing impersonation and comversion
of Rs. 47 lakh into USDT was also
uncovered, with the accused using
dark web data and mule accounts
to mask the Wlicit trall,
Cross-Border Miictt Transac-
tons and Darknet Commerce
The dark web fosters anomym-
ity, enabitng a range of Ulict rades.
Research sumimaries bink dark web
platforms to crypto-enabled dmg
trafficking tn Indta, with the Home
Mintstry fssulng wamings about
national security threats. Dark web
forums and trading portals GacllEate
legal transactons—from narcotics
to forged Identities—using cryplo-
ourrency as the preferred medium.
The NMarcotics Control Bureau &
actively monitoring darknet crypio
payments to counter dmag trad-
ficking. In Tesponse to AML non

rency remains nefthor fuly legal-
tzed nor systematically regulated.
Owersight gaps persist n Derl plat-
forms, deceniralized wallets, and
coordinated regulation, promping
calls for imteragency task forces
tmvolving: REI, SEBI, ED, and FIU-
IND. Both FATF and Indian mon-
toring  agencles emphasize the
urgent need for tghter digital reg-
ulation, especlally given cTypto's
role in enabling modermn termorism.

The 2022-23 Union Budget
mntroduced a 30% tax on aypto
eamings, but concerns rematn over
reporting darity and the potenttal
discouragement of legitimate adop-
o Identity vertficason remans
a weak link, with crypto systems
often plagued by inadequate KYC/
AML  enforcement—particularly
for unhosted wallets and privacy
colns.  Scammers  explolt  sodal
engineering, Identity theft, and
money mule networks to evade
detaction, as evidencad in numer-
ous cases Involving dark web data
and fakse identites.




